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John Perkins and his family have ministered 
among the poor for the past 40 years. In1960 
John Perkins, his wife, Vera Mae, and their 
children left a "successful" life in California and 
moved back to Mendenhall, MS to begin 
ministry. In 12 years, John Perkins helped start 
a day-care center, youth program, church, 
cooperative farm, thrift store, housing repair 
ministry, a health center, and an adult 
education program.  

In 1972, the Perkinses moved to Jackson, 
where they founded Voice of Calvary Ministries 
- another Christian community development 
ministry. In 1982, the Perkinses moved to 
Pasadena and founded Harambee Christian 
Family Center in Northwest Pasadena, a 
neighborhood that had one of the highest 
daytime crime rates in California. Harambee is 
running numerous programs including after 
school tutoring, Good News Bible Clubs, an 
award-winning technology center, summer day 

camp, youth internship programs, and a college 
scholarship program.  

In 1992 John Perkins began publishing URBAN 
FAMILY magazine in response to the 
breakdown of the urban family, the breakdown 
of the community, and the increasing violence 
within the inner city.  

Despite dropping out of school in the third 
grade, John Perkins has been recognized for 
his work by being awarded nine honorary 
doctorates from Wheaton College, Gordon 
College, Huntington College, Spring Arbor 
College, Geneva College, Northpark College, 
Whitworth College, Belhaven College and 
Nyack College. He is the author of nine books 
including A Quiet Revolution, Let Justice Roll 
Down, With Justice For All, Beyond Charity, 
He’s My Brother, Resurrecting Hope, and A 
Time to Heal, and has written numerous 
chapters in others. John Perkins formally 
served on the Board of Directors of World 
Vision, Prison Fellowship, National Association 
of Evangelicals (NAE), Spring Arbor College, 
and fifteen other boards. He is an international 
speaker and a teacher on the issues of racial 
reconciliation, indigenous leadership 
development, and community development. 

 
Mark Yaconelli, M.A. 
 
Mark Yaconelli holds an MA in Christian 
Spirituality from the Graduate Theological 
Union and received a Graduate Diploma in the 
Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco 
Theological Seminary.  He has led and 
developed national retreats for pastors, youth 
pastors, and youth for over ten denominations 
as well as for organizations like the National 
Youth Workerôs Convention and Zondervanôs 
National Pastors Convention.  Markôs research 
and ministry within the nationally recognized 
ñYouth Ministry and Spirituality Projectò has 
been ground-breaking in its exploration of 

spiritual direction, contemplation and ancient 
spiritual practices as the basis of discipleship 
with young people.  From 1996-2004 Mark was 
the founder and director of Sabbath a spiritual 
formation week for people in ministry held in 
four cities each year.  
 

 
 
Mark Yaconelli 
 
Interviews and profiles of his work have 
appeared in the national media within the 
United States including the Wall Street Journal, 
ABC World News Tonight, Knight Ridder News 
Service, and The Osgood Files for CBS Radio.  
Feature articles on his work with teens have 
appeared in The Christian Century, Group 
Magazine, Youth Work Magazine and many 
other Christian publications.   
 
Mark has contributed chapters to many books 
including Way to Live (2003 Upper Room) and 
is the author of Contemplative Youth Ministry: 
Practicing the Presence of Jesus (Youth 
Specialties 2006) and Growing Souls: 
Explorations in Contemplative Youth Ministry 
(Youth Specialties 2007).  He is currently 
working on a book entitled Downtime: Teaching 
Prayer (January 2009).  
 
Mark lives in Ashland, Oregon where he directs 
ñThirstò a weekly prayer service for college age 
adults.  He is married to Jill and has three 
children, Noah, Joseph and Grace. 



Conference schedule… 
 

Monday, October 6, 2008 
 

Pre-conference program: 
 

Religion and Health 
 
A 3-credit college course Specially designed 
for at-risk youth ministers, chaplains, social 
workers, doctors, nurses and parish 
nurses—anyone in human services or 
healthcare—as well as anyone interested in 
their own health and religion… 
 
(See a separate flyer for course info) 
 
8:00 am breakfast for students 
 
9:00am  Religion and Health course 
  begins 
 
Noon:  lunch for students 
 
1:00pm  Religion and Health course 
  Continues 
 
5:00  break 
 

  

5:00-7:30pm   conference registration 

 

6:00-7:30  Pizza dinner for students and 

  conference participants 

 

7:30-8:30  chaplain toolbox (bring your 

  best resources to share) 

 

8:30pm  NCAYR business meeting:  

  nomination of officers 

 

9:00pm Christian evening prayer 

Tuesday, October 7, 2008 

 

 

8:00am   breakfast 

 

8:45am Christian morning prayer 

 

9:00am Mark Yaconelli 

 

  Contemplative Youth  

  Ministry 

 

Noon:  Lunch 
 

1:00 pm  Mark Yaconelli  

 

  (continued) 

 

3:00  break 

 

3:15  Mark Yaconelli  

 

  (continued) 

 

5:00pm break 

 

6:00pm 60
th

 Anniversary Banquet 

 

7:30pm Christian evening prayer 

 

8:00pm Talent Show (please sign up 

  on your registration form.) 

 

Wednesday, October 8, 2008 

 

8:00am breakfast 

 

8:45am Christian morning prayer 

9:00am Dr. John Perkins 

 

  The urban church response 

  to family breakdown,  

  community breakdown and 

  violence. 

 

10:30   break 

 

10:45am urban youth crime:  

  prevention and aftercare

   

Noon:  lunch 

 

1:00pm Dr. John Perkins 

 

  Resurrecting Hope 

 

3:00pm break 

 

3:15pm Dr. John Perkins 

 

  A time to heal 

  Racial reconciliation 

 

5:00pm break 

 

6:00pm dinner 

 

7:00pm Christian evening prayer 

 

8:00pm Happy hour  at Relliôs 

  sports bar 

 

Thursday, October 9, 2008 

 

8:00am breakfast 

 

9:00am   Interfaith prayer 

 

9:30am NCAYR business meeting 

 

Noon:  lunch  

 

Post-conference program: 
 

Religion and Health 
 

Thursday, October 9th 
 

9:00 am Interfaith prayer 
 
9:30 am Religion and Health Course 
  Continues… 
 
Noon:  Lunch 
 
1:00 pm Religion and Health Course 
  Continues… 
 
5:00 pm break 
 
5:30 pm dinner for resident students 
 

Friday, October 10th 
 

8:00 am breakfast 
 
9:00 am Religion and Health (cont.) 
 
Noon  lunch 
 
1:00 pm Religion and Health  
  Conclusion 
 
5:00 pm depart 
 

For more course  information, contact 
Gene:  517-937-9042  
genehausmann@msn.com 

  


